NOTICE OF DUPLICATE PUBLICATION
===============================

Re: JSLS 2003;7:207--209 New Adhesion Prevention Concept in Gynecological Surgery
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The article "New Adhesion Prevention Concept in Gynecological Surgery" by L. Mettler, MD, A. Audebert, MD, E. Lehmann-Willenbrock, MD, V. R. Jacobs, MD and K. Schive, MD, published in the July-September 2003 issue of *JSLS*^[@B1]^ is virtually identical to an article by the same authors published in the *Journal of the American Association of Gynecologic Laparoscopists*, August 2000.^[@B2]^

In July 2003, the authors sent *JSLS* a copyright transfer agreement transferring "all copyright ownership, including any and all rights incidental thereto, exclusively to the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons" and "warranting that the work was not being considered for publication by another journal." Shortly after submission but before either publication, the authors received a letter of acceptance from *JSLS*. Mettler et al, pleading unawareness of both the ethics of scientific publication and copyright law offered their sincere apologies.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
==================

**February 4-7, 2004,** Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. **Asian American MultiSpecialty Congress of Laparoscopy and Minimally Invasive Surgery,** presented by the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. LOCATION: Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort & Spa. GENERAL CHAIR: Paul Alan Wetter, MD; PROGRAM DIRECTORS: James E. Carter, MD, PhD, Michael S. Kavic, MD, Charles H. Koh, MD, Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA, Carl J. Levinson, MD, Camran Nezhat, MD, ORGANIZING COMMITTEE CHAIR: Maurice K. Chung, MD. This Congress will provide opportunities for meaningful educational and cultural exchanges between surgeons of different surgical specialties who practice laparoscopic and minimally invasive surgery. The Congress is especially important for surgeons in the Pacific Rim and Asian Oceanic Regions as well as in North America who practice minimally invasive surgery and would like to participate in this unique educational and cultural exchange.

**September 29-October 2, 2004,** New York, New York, USA. **13th International Congress and Endo Expo 2004**, presented by the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. LOCATION: Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers. PROGRAM DIRECTORS: Elspeth M. McDougall, MD, Camran Nezhat, MD; GENERAL CHAIR: Paul Alan Wetter, MD; SCIENTIFIC CHAIRS: Raymond J. Lanzafame, MD, MBA, Carl J. Levinson, MD. Join us in fabulous New York City! Learn from the experts in laparoscopic, endoscopic and minimally invasive surgery, attend postgraduate courses on multidisciplinary and specialty topics, watch live telesurgeries, participate in active debates and controversies, present your own experiences, and learn from your colleagues' research. The 13th International Congress and Endo Expo 2004 is also an opportunity for your entire family to visit New York City---the most exciting city in America with shopping, museums, and entertainment opportunities!

**February 23-26, 2005**, Miami Beach, Florida, USA. **2nd InterAmerican MultiSpecialty Congress of Laparoscopy and Minimally Invasive Surgery**, presented by the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. LOCATION: Alexander All-Suite Oceanfront Resort.

**September 14-17, 2005**, San Diego, California, USA. **14th International Congress and Endo Expo 2005**, presented by the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons. LOCATION: Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego.

For more information go to [www.sls.org](http://www.sls.org) or contact the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons, 7330 SW 62nd Place, Suite 410, Miami, FL 33145-4825 USA.Toll Free: (800) 446-2659, Tel: (305) 665-9959, Fax: (305) 667-4123. Web: [www.sls.org](http://www.sls.org). E-mail: <Conferences@sls.org>.
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